James "Herschel" Belt
May 16, 1936 - February 15, 2018

James "Herschel" Belt, 81, of Marion, KY. died Thursday February 15, 2018 at his home in
Marion, KY. He was a member, Deacon and co-founder of Unity General Baptist Church,
board member of the West Kentucky Association of General Baptist Churches, United
States Army Veteran and he served as a tank driver for the 2nd Armored Division under
the command of General George Patton IV who was responsible for naming the unit "Hell
On Wheels".
Survivors include his wife, Lorna Sue Belt of Marion, KY.; children, Randy (Latisha) Belt of
Marion, KY. and Angie (Matt) Prowell of Fredonia, KY.; brother, Bobby L. Belt of Marion,
KY.; grandchildren, Bristyn Prowell and Colin and Devin Belt and great granddaughter,
Kendall Buell.
He was preceded in death by his father, James Ruie "Doc" Belt and mother, Ollie Mae
Williams; infant daughter, Y'Vonne Gay Belt; 3 sisters and 2 brothers.
Services are scheduled for 1 PM Sunday February 18, 2018 at Unity General Baptist
Church in Crayne, KY. with interment in Dunn Springs Cemetery. The family will receive
visitors from 5-8 PM Saturday at Gilbert Funeral Home in Marion, KY. and from 10 AM
until service time Sunday at the church.
Donations may be made to the West Kentucky General Baptist Association.
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Comments

“

Herschel and I used to listen to the weather every day. We would listen just to find
out what to wear to work. Since we had to walk 3/4 of a mile across that Smithland
Dam and up 118 steps to the top of the dam. Maybe seven stories tall, we would
have to carry backpacks just about all year with a raincoat, a jacket, flashlight,
matches and a newspaper in the winter to unfreeze the locks. Ice cleats when the
water froze on the dam. It would sometimes be about six inches thick.
We would walk across that dam when it was zero out and the wind blew out of the
north.
It seems almost frightening now.
Every step a conscious step, we were aware of the danger for each step could be my
last.
If we fell off the dam on one side, we would fall fifteen feet on to boulders maybe just
cracking our skull open and if we fell on the other side we would be churned to death
by the volatile turbulence of the water not to mention the cold in the winter.
In the summer when the humidity was 80 and the temperature was about 95, we
were like a pump. By the time we got to the top of the 118 steps our heart would be
pounding, and the sweat would be flowing. By the time we reach the lock walls our
shirts would be soaking wet. We started walking from Kentucky to Illinois in 1980.
We spent a lot of time together, he is a good man, a good family man and religious
man.
Ask him about the Mayflies?
Rest in Peace Herschel

Tom Diaz - February 18, 2018 at 11:11 AM

“

1 file added to the album New Album Name

Tom Diaz - February 18, 2018 at 10:45 AM

“

42 files added to the album LifeTributes

Gilbert Funeral Home - February 17, 2018 at 11:16 AM

“

Condolences to Sue and all the Belt family. Herschel was a good man and will be
missed by all who knew him.

laurel r diaz - February 16, 2018 at 06:54 PM

“

Tom and Laurel Diaz and family send their condolences and deepest sympathy to the Belt
family.
laurel r diaz - February 16, 2018 at 06:55 PM

“

Ruth Ann Farmer lit a candle in memory of James "Herschel" Belt

Ruth Ann Farmer - February 16, 2018 at 05:32 PM

